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In this seminar, students will explore current economic developments and international
affairs through English-language news sources such as the BBC, Reuters, and The
Economist. Each week, we will read and listen to selected news articles, preferably on
economic topics, while learning important vocabulary and technical terms used in

international news and economics.

Topics will cover a wide range of regions, including the United States, Europe, Asia, South
America, and others, depending on current events and students’ interests. Examples may
include Trump’s tariff policies and trade disputes, the US-Iran war and the Strait of
Hormuz, Russia and Ukraine war, global inflation and interest rates, technological
developments such as Al, natural disaster or climate-related economic issues, and other

major economic and political events of the week.

In the third year, students will be divided into small groups and take turns presenting
important international news each week. we will read (and sometimes listen) to the
materials together and work on interpreting and understanding their content. Discussions
will be conducted in either English or Japanese, and group discussions will be incorporated

into the class activities.

In the fourth year, students will apply the knowledge and skills developed through the
seminar to conduct independent research on a topic related to international affairs,
economics, or other issues of their interest. Students will identify a research question,
collect and analyze relevant information and data, and develop their arguments based on

academic and reliable English-language sources.

This seminar is recommended for students who are interested in international news and
current affairs or wish to improve their English skills.

Active participation in class is expected from all students.
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Leaders Worth Following: A Seminar on Leadership and Character

EEORE
Who is worth following?

This is one of the most important questions you will face in your career. It is also one of

the hardest to answer. This seminar will help you find your answer.

We read powerful works of fiction — such as stories by Louis Auchincloss and Robert
Bolt's A Man for All Seasons — and ask: what makes a good leader? What kind of person

should you trust? What kind of leader do you want to become?

Fiction is a surprisingly useful tool for this. It shows us a complete person — their
strengths, their weaknesses, and the choices they make under pressure. Learning to
understand the motivations of characters in books helps you understand real people in

real workplaces.

In the first year, you will read, discuss, and write about leadership and character. You will
practice sharing your opinions and building arguments in English. As the year goes on,
you will take turns leading class discussion — because leadership starts in the classroom.
The ability to discuss leadership, explain your values, and express your ideas clearly in

English are also skills that will help you stand out during job hunting.

In the second year, you will research and write a graduation thesis on a leadership topic
that interests you. This is a serious piece of academic writing in English — evidence of

your ability to think independently and see a large project through to the end.

By the end of this seminar, you will be better at judging people, clearer about your own
values, and more confident in English. Most importantly, you will have a better answer to
the question we started with: who is worth following — and what kind of leader do you

want to become?
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